
National Purple Heart Day  

 

August 7th is National Purple Heart Day  
A Day to Honor America's Combat Wounded and Fallen Heroes 

Each year on August 7th, the nation pauses to remember and pay homage to the brave men and women who were 
either wounded on the battlefield or paid the ultimate sacrifice with their lives. As America's oldest decoration, the 
Purple Heart is awarded to any member of the U.S. Armed Forces that has been wounded, died as a result of 
wounds received in battle, or those who died in captivity while a prisoner of war (POW). We now celebrate Purple 
Heart Day on the anniversary of its creation by General George Washington on August 7, 1782. 

This year, many States, Counties, and Cities; sport and entertainment entities; colleges and universities, and other 
patriotic entities across the nation who have proclaimed themselves as Purple Heart communities, will raise the 
Purple Heart flag in recognition of the service and sacrifice of their local sons and daughters. In New York City, the 
Empire State Building will be lit in purple lights as a reminder to all Americans that there is a price for the freedoms 
we enjoy, and honor is due to those who gave their all in defense of those freedoms. In Las Vegas, NV, site of the 
2015 MOPH National Convention, the famous "Fremont Street Experience" will feature a special 'Purple Heart Day" 
patriotic sound and light show. 

The organization now known as the "Military Order of the Purple Heart of the U.S.A. Inc.," (MOPH) was formed in 
1932 for the protection and mutual interest of all combat wounded veterans and active duty men and women who 
have received the decoration. Chartered by the Congress, The MOPH is unique among Veteran Service 
Organizations in that all its members were wounded in combat. For this sacrifice, they were awarded the Purple 
Heart Medal. With grants from the MOPH Service Foundation, the MOPH and its Ladies Auxiliary promote 
Patriotism, Fraternalism, and the Preservation of America's military history. Most importantly, through veteran 
service, they provide comfort and assistance to all Veterans and their families, especially those requiring claims 
assistance with the VA, those who are homeless, and those requiring employment assistance. Programs of the 
MOPH include VA Volunteer Service, JROTC Leadership Award, Scholarships, Americanism, Purple Heart Trail and 
Cities, Welfare, and numerous community service programs, all with the objective of service to Veterans and their 
families. 
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